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Aloha & Mahalo 
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EDITORAL 

 
Aloha & Mahalo 

 
 

Aloha, 
With immense joy and anticipation, we welcome the new Mayor of the 
City & County of Honolulu Mufi Hannemann. We became friends while 
he was serving in the City Council. Mufi supported the efforts of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition-Hawaii and pledged to continue the 
support once he became Mayor.   
 
“Count me in”, said Mayor Mufi Hannemann with a broad grim, when 

asked to participate in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday. He has always been easily 
accessible and endeavored to meet our requests. But of course, he does not yet know all the 
things that we can request. Two weeks on the job and he has the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Holiday with all of the City people and departments that are a factor in making this 
Holiday happen. 
 
Honolulu's first O'ahu-born mayor in more than 40 years, Mufi is the city's first mayor of 
Samoan ancestry, and believed to be the first Samoan-American elected Mayor of a major 
City in the U.S.   

 
We look forward to an extensive and productive relationship with the new administration. 
 
 

 
Mahalo to Mayor Jeremy Harris 
It is with profound gratitude that we say goodbye to you Mayor Jeremy 
Harris as you complete 12 years as Mayor of the City & County of 
Honolulu. We thank you for co-sponsoring the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Holiday, if you remember it was your idea that the City be a co-
sponsor.  All of the years of support that you have given us made the 
celebration in Hawaii truly unique. By giving the community the Office 
of Culture & The Arts you have advanced Honolulu to more than just 
potholes, regular rubbish collection, and safe streets, as most cities 
should be; Honolulu under your guidance has become a truly great City. 

 
We, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition-Hawaii, wish you the very best and may today 
be the first day of the best years of your life.   
Again, thank you for being you and all of the support you have given us as residents of 
Honolulu. We will miss you. 
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Service to all 
“People say, what is the sense of our small effort? They cannot see that 
we must lay one brick at a time, take one step at a time. A pebble cast 
into a pond causes ripples that spread in all directions.  Each one of our 
thoughts words and deeds is like that. No one has a right to sit down 
and feel hopeless. There’s too much work to do”.  
 
Dorothy Day    http://www.catholicworker.org/index.cfm 

 
War on Terror 
“The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral,  
begetting the very thing it seeks to destroy.  
Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it...     
Through violence you may murder the hater,  
but you do not murder hate.  
In fact, violence merely increases hate.... Returning violence for 
violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night 
already devoid of stars.  
Darkness cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”  
— Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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The Queen & Dr. King 
112TH COMMEMORATION OF THE ARMED INVASION AND OVERTHROW OF THE 
HAWAIIAN KINGDOM & THE 77TH COMMEMORATION OF THE BIRTH OF DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
         by MarshaRose Joyner 
  

 They were people of peace whose lives were notably lacking in 
peace.  She a deposed Queen, he an embattled young minister. The 
Queen that would not shed one drop of her people’s blood to save a 
nation and  the young minister, whose philosophy of non-violence won 
him a Nobel peace prize. Their time and place on this earth did not 
overlap, but their scars came from the same source. 

 
 They were prisoners. Their prisons were not the same, his the 
cold wet cells of Southern jails.  Hers the stark emptiness of an 
upstairs room closed off from the outside world, in the palace.  
Stripped of their dignity, stripped of their "somebodydness". 
Managing to retain their spiritual being while imprisoned they 
inspired nations, gave hope to their people, wrote, beautiful songs, 
long letters, thought long thoughts and prayed long prayers.   It is the 
product of these imprisonments that has brought us here. 
 
 It is injustice that they were victims of, victims of broken promises, victims of greed, 
victims of racism, victims of sexism. The victims of the colonizer who has had an ugly 
record of brutality, has handed out grossly unjust treatment in the courts and consistently 
refused to engage in good-faith negotiations. 
 
 Dr. Martin Luther King wrote in his 1963 letter from a Birmingham jail: "I have 
reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling block in the stride 
toward freedom is not the White Citizens Council or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white 
moderate who is more devoted to order than to justice; who prefers a negative peace, which 
is the absence of tension, to a positive peace, which is the presence of justice."  
 
 It is injustice that brings us here today.  We are cognizant of the interrelatedness of 
all communities and people and states.  We cannot sit idly by in Hawaii and not be 
concerned about what happens to our family, neighbors and friends in New York or South 
Dakota or South Central L.A.. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  We 
are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.  
Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly.  We can never again rest with the 
superficial kind of social analysis that deals merely with effects and does not deal with 
underlying causes. 
 
 In a recent study it was found that America is the most violent of all of the 
"Industrial Nations".  It ranked highest in media violence, entertainment violence, street 
violence, racial violence and the most insidious is the violence against females of all ages, 
both physical and emotional. All of which stem from the same source. The notion of 
MANIFEST DESTINY! 
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 In 1492, when Christopher Columbus "sailed the ocean blue" and "discovered" the 
New World, it began what was to be 500 years of colonization.  When the Nina, The Pinta 
and the Santa Maria departed from Spanish shores, the rape, pillage and plunder of the 
entire Third World began. 
 
 For 500 years it has continued.  Entire races of people have 
been wiped from the face of the earth, lands have been decimated, 
and natural resources have been polluted and depleted. 
 
 The Third World has been oppressed, humiliated, degraded 
and enslaved.  All to satisfy the insatiable appetite and lifestyle of 
the First World. The conquest was powered by greed and lust and a 
total disregard for the inhabitants of these beautiful lands. Africa, 
Asia and The Island Nations had no dark ages.  The Africans 
charted the skies, while the Europeans were afraid that they would 
fall off the edge of the earth.  The Asians created black powder for 
ceremonies, the Europeans turned into gun powder for killing.  The conquerors took their 
crops, their culture, their way of life and gave brutality, enslavement, superior arms and 
diseases. 
 
 The majority of MEN resent and always have resented the idea of equality with 
most of their fellow men, not to mention women.  This has had physical, economic and 
cultural reasons, far too vast to explore here.  It is only in highly civilized times and places 
that the conception arises of an individual freedom and development, and even that was 
conceived of as the right of a privileged minority, and was based on the degradation, the 
exclusion, the slavery of most others.  The history of colonialization and exploitation for the 
past 500 years is an exemplification of this fight against equality and inability even to 
picture its possibility. 
 
 The slave trade from Africa was the cornerstone on which colonialism developed 

and flourished.  It brought profits and wealth to Europe 
beyond belief.  When they had exterminated all of the 
Indians, the Spanish turned to Africa for labor.  Thus slavery 
came to the New World. 
 
 Over 200 million slaves died in the "middle passage" 
across the Atlantic.  The slave trade so decimated the African 
continent that it lies dying and barren until today. 
 

 Aside from being unimaginably cruel, the slave trade was the most financially 
successful venture in the history of the world.  It was the fuel that drove the expansion of 
European style colonialism throughout the world.  Fortunes were made and lost on the 
backs of  slaves.                                                                                                             
 

The lust for high quality cotton, silks, gold, silver, indigo was at mammoth 
proportions in Europe.  However Europe had nothing to trade for these splendors, so they 
engaged in outright robbery and enslavery as they invalidated people of color. 
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For America in the 19th and 20th centuries the planet was shaken with earthquakes, 
deluged with blood, starved into disaster, filled with race hate and wholesale color 
subordination, fueled, defined and sharpened it. 
 

Lynching was a common occurrence and there was 
very little objection.  Mob violence was the rule of the day, 
both against the Indians and the Blacks.  The Church, the 
government, the "dogooders" continued in silence.  This 
was a time of cruelty, discrimination and wholesale 
murder.  The rising economic rivalry between "freed" 
Blacks and white workers in the U.S. and the whole 
economic stress of the "modern" world with its industrial 
imperialism was a driving force.  
  

When the missionaries arrived in Africa, Asia, Australia, Hawaii and throughout 
the Island Nations of the Pacific to save the "heathens" in the early 19th century; this 
proved to be, by far the worst invasion. 
  

Throughout the vast Pacific Ocean, Polynesians (knowing that the world was round 
and guided by the stars) had sailed thousands of miles of Open Ocean.  While the 
Europeans were afraid that they would fall off the edge because they thought the world was 
flat. 
  

In Hawaii, the religion thousands of years old, the language and 
the Hula were forbidden.  Every attempt was made to destroy 
the culture.  The laws and customs were forever altered to suit 
the mores of the white settlers.  Not only did they bring the cross, 
wrapped in the flag, they brought diseases that almost totally 
destroyed a race of people. 
  
Land ownership was not a part of any indigenous culture 
(African, The America Indians, Asia or the Pacific).  They 

believed that it is a part of nature.  To be cared for, revered and respected.  And if treated 
properly it would provide for you.  They believed in abundance.  The western culture 
brought with them scarcity. 
 

Through a combination of intrigue, 
subterfuge, betrayal and unholy alliances the sons 
of the missionaries took control of the lands of 
Hawaii and sugar and pineapple plantations 
became thriving export business. 
 

The ports of Lahaina, Pearl Harbor and 
Honolulu became refueling stops for the massive 
trade, whaling and military ships transversing the 
Pacific Ocean.  The extortion of lands, people, 
culture and natural resources continued unabated 
across the vast Pacific Ocean. 
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The once beautiful peaceful populations were forced into servitude.  When 
indigenous Hawaiians began to die off and were found to be "ill suited for slave labor" 
other indigenous peoples were transplanted to Hawaii and became "contract labors" (one 
step from slavery). 
 

The missionaries, begot the plantation owners, who begot the bankers, who begot 
the politicians, who undermined and the overthrow of the Hawaiian nation. The 
Missionary Party became the Republican Party.  In league with the "big five" and the U.S.  
military totally controlled and dominated life in the Hawaiian Islands. 
  

The real "discovery" of Columbus' move into the new world was the birth and 
rapid rise of the "ISM brothers", Racism, sexism, colonialism and Capitalism.  The 
conquerors became Lord and Master, Sovereign over highly sophisticated, prosperous and 
ancient civilizations.  They imbued themselves with a sense of "Manifest Destiny" that they 
were the superior race and were born to rule the world.  Therefore, it does not come as a 
surprise that they have come to see themselves as racially, socially and morally superior to 
ALL non-whites on the planet. 
  

The most down trodden white came to see himself infinitely superior to the Asians 
with a 5,000-year lineage, the Polynesians with a 3,000-year lineage and the Africans and 
Native Americans with a lineage that pre-dates history. 
  
Racism/racial 
superiority grew 
out of the great 
expansion of 
Capitalism.  The 
need for cheap 
labor, the need to 
rape the land, the 
need to control 
other people, the 
lust and the 
greed.  Racism 
was a tool to 
oppress, 
humiliate and 
degrade 
colonized people. 
  
The real 
overthrow of the 
Hawaiian Nation 
was not January 
17, 1893 but the day that the westerner forbade the Hula, the chants, changed the language, 
the religion, instituted their education system and western system of government. 
Conquered people were denied their achievements, heroes, history and religions, which 
were supplanted by the Western culture.  Whole areas of physical and social sciences were 
developed to justify and institutionalize the belief in racial superiority.  All glories, riches, 
achievements and pride are erased from the non-white consciousness and history. 

Annexation of Hawaii   
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Five hundred years of this onslaught has removed from oppressed peoples their 

sense of dignity, pride and self-worth, to the point that they began to believe in their own 
inferiority.  Everyone believed the lie - Master and Slave. 
 

And so it is to Queen 
Liliuokalani and Rev., 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, who did not 
believe the lie, who 
challenged the 
conqueror, who believed 
in a higher power, and 
the good in all people, 
that we pay homage to 
today and it is also to 
the millions of 
oppressed people who 
have gone before, are 
with us now and yet un-
born that will continue 
to struggle for dignity, 
justice and self-

determination.  For it is they that are the real heroes, the workers in the vineyards, it is to 
them that we owe so much and give so little.  
 
". . .Let them that call for sacrifice in this awful hour of pain fight for the rights that should 
be ours;  let  them  who  make  the  laws  writhe beneath  each  enactment  that  oppresses  
us, --but  we?   Our duty  is clear,  it  lies  inexorable  and  splendid  before  us,  and  we  
shall  not shirk."  This is our country, we have worked  for it, we  have suffered for it, we 
have  fought  for  it, made  its  music, we have tinged its ideas, its poetry, its religion, its 
dreams; and nothing humanly possible can prevent us from reaching our highest goals.” 
W.E.B. Dubois 
   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Tom Gill & Lyndon B. Johnson 
 

“Simple Justice” 
 
The Honorable Thomas P. Gill, member of the 88th Congress, served 
just one term, but that term helped shaped the future of America. 
The 88th Congress 1962-1964 was the era of the Kennedy/Johnson 
Presidencies. A time of great political force, energy and power.  
 
Born in Honolulu immediately after World War I, grew up during 
the depression, fought in the Second World War. He began his 
public career during the atomic age, elected to Congress in 1962 
Tom Gill had at last arrived at the seat of power. 
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After WWII people around the world were fighting to throw off the mantle of colonialist 
domination. The gravest domestic issue facing the United States was social rather than 
economic policies. The struggle was to assure everyone their full rights as American 
citizens.  
 
The Congress rejected President Harry S. Truman’s civil rights program of 1948. 
However, his fight for that program established Civil Rights as a national issue.  
 

Hawaii in 1946, thanks to President Harry S. Truman racial barriers were let down for 
Chinese and Filipinos. In 1952, Japanese, Koreans, and Samoans became eligible for 
citizenship.  Almost overnight the electorate changed. No longer could the whites, and part-
Hawaiians control the elections.  The base upon which the Republican Party had stood for 
more than 50 years was no more. It had broadened far beyond the expectation of any 
Republican.  And the Democrats took over."    

 

The Kennedy-Johnson ticket conducted a thoroughly united 
campaign that brought a narrow victory over Richard Nixon. In 
1963 Hawaii and Alaska were changed from “at-large” members to 
regular members of the House of Representatives.  Tom arrived in 
the Congress in January of 1963 and immediately stood out from 
the crowd of freshmen. Not only for his size, but his work ethic, 
drive, determination and commitment to the cause of equal rights 
for everyone.  He just flat out worked the other side. His perceived 
arrogance comes from knowing who he is and what he is about.  
 
Inasmuch as the brash, vigorous painstaking Freshman 

Congressman was designated floor manager for the Civil Rights Bill as well as principle 
author for Title IV it was his job to move the bill through newly elected the House of 
Representatives.   
 
Poised between the victory of the past and the obstacle of the future and fearing the loss of 
the few southern allies they had, the Kennedy brothers opted to move Civil Rights by 
executive and not legislative means. 
 
Publicly they acted boldly but choose to go soft on the Civil Rights Bill inside the halls of 
Congress. This set the stage for conflict between the Kennedy’s and the idealistic young 
freshman congressman. He felt that his commitment to civil rights was why he was elected 
and there was to be no compromise. Tom let the Kennedy’s know that he would not back 
down. And he did not. Tom worked harder than anyone could imagine fulfilling his 
promise to his constituents.  
 
The Gill Bill 
Early in 1963 Tom Gill wrote Title VI of the Civil Rights Bill. In Hawaii it was known as 
The Gill Bill. It carried his name because Tom wrote the bill and he was not a member of 
the Judiciary committee and the committee accepted it.  
 
In 1963, a few weeks after the riots in Birmingham, Ala. President Kennedy sent a draft 
civil rights bill to Congress. He concluded his message with these words: 
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"I ask you to look into your hearts--not in search of charity, for the Negro neither wants 
nor needs condescension--but for the one plain, proud and priceless quality that united us 
all as Americans: A sense of justice. 
 
"In this year of the emancipation centennial, justice requires us to insure the blessings of 
liberty for all Americans and their posterity--not merely for reasons of economic efficiency, 
world diplomacy and domestic tranquility--but, above all, because it is right." 
August of 1963, Tom and several other Democratic Congress members ventured to the 
Lincoln Memorial to be a witness to history, the March on Washington. While they were 
among the millions of participants, the Republicans penalized them. On 23 issues that were 
usually counted as one vote, this August day they were counted as 23. Therefore, Tom and 
his cohorts were listed as missing 23 votes. It became an issue that his Hawaii Republican 
opponent used against him. 
After the March on Washington President Kennedy went on record as saying, “Title VI 
was Simple Justice”. 
Kennedy was assassinated before he could see the bill become law.  
 
The succession President Johnson bought a new sense of urgency, determination and power 
to the White House. There were several southerners who worked and supported Tom's 
position on the Civil Rights Bill, and who told him they could not vote for the bill and 
would note vote against it. So Gill knew they would not be present for the vote. The House 
passed the bill Feb. 10 1964 by a vote of 290 to 130.  
 
We come here 40 years later to give thanks to our own Tom Gill who labored long and 
hard, as the House floor manager, to see the Civil Rights bill become law.  "Change Agents" 
are very seldom held up as heroes. However, Tom must be recognized. His story because 
it's our story, must be told. 
 
During his term in office Gill was 
Floor manager for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
President Johnson’s major tax cut 
Davis-Bacon Act 1964 
Anti-poverty Act 1964 
Medicare 1965 
Voting Rights Act 1965 
Funding the East-West Center 1964 
 
All without tooting his own horn. Which is too bad. . Because we come 40 years later with a 
generation of Hawaii residents that do not know of his accomplishments and what it has 
come to mean for all of his.                                        

 

 
Congressman Tom Gill & President Johnson  
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Just as the Fourteenth Amendment in 1868 had failed to secure full legal rights for 

the freed slaves, so the 1964 Civil Rights Act did not ensure the slaves' descendants their 
rightful place in society. In the 1860s, Congress had felt compelled to propose the Fifteenth 
Amendment to prevent states from restricting the ballot on the basis of race. Now, a 
century later, the time had come to make that promise a reality. 

 
Civil rights leaders understood that laws and court decisions prohibiting legally 

enforced discrimination would never, by themselves, make African Americans full 
participants in the nation's political life. Blacks would have to gain greater access to the 
voting booth if they were to achieve greater economic and political equality. 

 
Title I of the 1964 Civil Rights Act did attack state discrimination in voter 

registration, but despite its tough language, it changed little in the South. The Justice 
Department just did not have the personnel to monitor every county, and intimidated 
blacks were often afraid to employ the act's remedies. The continuing resistance of 
southern leaders kept black registration low; in Mississippi, for example, less than 6 
percent of eligible blacks were registered to vote. 
But time was running out on the South. The summer of 
1964, known as Freedom Summer, not only saw the 
passage of the great civil rights bill, but it also saw 
unparalleled violence that, in the end, convinced the rest 
of the country that the time had come to act. In the most 
infamous case, three civil rights volunteers who had 
come to Mississippi to help register black voters -- two 
whites, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner, and 
one black, James Chaney -- were murdered, and their bodies hidden in an earthen dam. 
FBI investigations found that local law enforcement officials had been involved in the 
crime. President Johnson had ordered work begun on a tough voting rights bill in the fall 
of 1964, and he asked Congress for the measure in his State of the Union speech in January 
1965. Congress stalled, and in March, Martin Luther King led a march on Selma, 
Alabama, to dramatize the need for a voting rights bill. Alabama officials brutally attacked 
the marchers, and police violence, shown on national television, sickened the country; 
within hours, tens of thousands of volunteers were heading south to join King in the march. 
In the midst of the crisis, the president delivered the following message to Congress. Many 

scholars of the period believe it was Johnson's greatest 
speech, not only moving and eloquent, but a perfect example 
of using what Theodore Roosevelt had called the "bully 
pulpit," the moral authority of the presidency as a platform 
for leading the American democracy. The combination of 
public revulsion over southern white violence and Johnson's 
political skills brought Congress to pass the voting rights 
bill on August 5, 1965. 
 

The new law, known either as the Civil Rights Act of 1965 or as the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, brought an unprecedented federal intrusion into local affairs, especially in the South. 
Voting registration and criteria had always been considered a matter of local and state 
control. Now if any county failed to register 50 percent of the voting age population, that 
would be considered prima facie evidence of racial discrimination, and the Justice 
Department would take over control of the registration process. The law worked. Most 
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southern states realized that they had reached the end of the line in their efforts to retain a 
segregated society, and voluntarily opened their registration lists to blacks. The Justice 
Department took control in sixty-two counties where resistance remained. In Mississippi, 
the state with the worst voting registration record, enrollment of black voters jumped from 
6 to 44 percent in three years. Within a relatively short time, blacks, who comprised a 
majority in parts of the South, were electing black mayors  and sheriffs and supervisors. 
And former race baiters like George Wallace of Alabama would actively campaign for 
black votes. 

 
The credit belongs not only to the civil rights workers who put 
their bodies and their lives on the line, and to the civil rights 
leaders like Martin Luther King Jr., who aroused public 
consciousness, but in large measure to Lyndon Johnson. In this 
speech he managed to articulate not only blacks' desire to 
become full citizens, but the awareness that in a democratic 
society nothing else would suffice. 

Few who heard the speech were not moved when Johnson 
quoted the old hymn that had become the anthem of the civil 
rights movement, "We shall overcome!" 
 LBJ Library 

 

Before the Voting Rights Act 
Reconstruction and the Civil War Amendments 

Before the Civil War the United States Constitution did not provide specific protections 

for voting. Qualifications for voting were matters, which neither the Constitution nor federal 

laws governed. At that time, although a few northern states permitted a small number of free 

black men to register and vote, slavery and restrictive state laws and practices led the franchise to 

be exercised almost exclusively by white males.  

Shortly after the end of the Civil War Congress enacted the Military Reconstruction Act 

of 1867, which allowed former Confederate States to be readmitted to the Union if they adopted 

new state constitutions that permitted universal male suffrage. The 14th Amendment, which 

conferred citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the United States, was ratified in 1868.  

In 1870 the 15th Amendment was ratified, which provided specifically that the right to 

vote shall not be denied or abridged on the basis of race, color or previous 

condition of servitude. This superseded state laws that had directly 

prohibited black voting. Congress then enacted the Enforcement Act of 

1870, which contained criminal penalties for interference with the right to 

vote, and the Force Act of 1871, which provided for federal election oversight.  As a result, in 

the former Confederate States, where new black citizens in some cases comprised outright or 
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near majorities of the eligible voting population, hundreds of thousands -- perhaps one million -- 

recently-freed slaves registered to vote. Black candidates began for the first time to be elected to 

state, local and federal offices and to play a meaningful role in their governments. 

 
 

Voting Rights Act 
 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, which required equal access to public places and outlawed 

discrimination in employment, was a major victory of the black freedom struggle, but the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965 was its crowning achievement.  Upon signing the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

LBJ said, “The vote is the most powerful instrument ever devised by man for breaking down 

injustice and destroying the terrible walls which imprison people because they are different from 

other people.” 

The Act had an immediate impact. Within months of its passage on 

August 6, 1965, one quarter of a million new black voters had been registered. 

Winning the right to vote changed the political landscape of the United States. 

When Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, barely 100 African Americans 

held elective office in the U.S.; today there were more than 10,000. Including 

the newly elected Senator Barack Obama (D. Ill.) who but one of three U.S. 

Senators of African descent since Reconstruction.  The first 

was Senator Ed Brooke (R. Mass.). The second was 

Ambassador Carol Mosley Braun (D. Ill.).  

Article by Ben Greenberg    

 

We Who Believe In Freedom Cannot Rest 
By Benjamin Greenberg 

 
“Let us march on ballot boxes, march on ballot boxes until 
race-baiters disappear from the political arena. Let us march on 
ballot boxes until the salient misdeeds of bloodthirsty mobs will 
be transformed into the calculated good deeds of orderly 
citizens.  

 
Let us march on ballot boxes until the Wallaces of our nation tremble away in silence. Let 

Senator Ed Brooke 

Senator Barack Obama 
Sen. Carol Mosley Braun  
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us march on ballot boxes until we send to our city councils, state legislatures, and the 
United States Congress, men who will not fear to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy God.  
 
Let us march on ballot boxes until brotherhood becomes more than a meaningless word in 
an opening prayer, but the order of the day on every legislative agenda. Let us march on 
ballot boxes until all over Alabama God's children will be able to walk the earth in decency 
and honor.” 
 
—Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., Montgomery, Alabama, March 25, 1965i 

 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 states that “No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or 
standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed or applied by any 
State or political subdivision to deny or abridge the right of any 
citizen of the United States to vote on account of race or color.” Its 
provisions outlaw poll taxes and literacy tests and set up the basis for 
enforcing equal access to voting. The Act was passed speedily on 
August 6, 1965, in large part because of the dramatic march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in March of 1965. 
 
On February 17, 1965, police in Marion, Alabama murdered Jimmy 

Lee Jackson, a Black Vietnam veteran, as he attempted to protect his 
mother who was marching for the right to vote. His death was 
ignored by the general public, and the horrified community members 
and visiting activists were inspired to march from the seat of recent 
voting rights campaigns in Selma to the larger city of Montgomery. 
To leave Selma, the marchers had to cross the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, where they were met by State Public Safety Director Al 
Lingo’s state troopers, on 
order from Governor 
Wallace to stop the 
marchers. With cameras 
from national TV news 
rolling, police drove back 

the peaceful demonstrators with beatings and teargas, 
one of the most violent reprisals of its kind, the 
infamous “Bloody Sunday.”  
Andrew Young, former Executive Director of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, recalled: 
 

By an extraordinary coincidence, an extremely well-publicized documentary of the 
World War II war crimes trials, Judgment at Nuremberg, 
had been scheduled for broadcast on national television on 
March 7. The film was interrupted several times to interject 
updates and replays of the violence in Selma, and many 
viewers apparently mistook these clips for portions of the 
Nuremberg film. The violence in Selma was so similar to 
the violence in Nazi Germany that viewers could hardly 
miss the connection. The news film of the beatings on the 
Pettus Bridge produced such strong national and worldwide 

Andrew Young & 
Martin Luther King, 

Bloody Sunday Selma 
1965  

Bloody Sunday Selma 1965  

Bloody Sunday Selma 
1965  
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revulsion that prominent people from all over the country, both white and black, dropped 
whatever they were doing and rushed to Selma to join our demonstrations. Church groups 
also responded immediately; so did our friends in the labor unions. But most touchingly, 
many ordinary individuals, whose names we will never know, came down simply out of a 
personal sense of commitment.ii 

 
At the time, Reverend King was preaching in Atlanta. Like the 
others from around the nation, he immediately went to join the 
marchers. After two weeks of false starts, legal battles for proper 
federal protection of the marchers, and behind-the-scenes 
negotiations with the Johnson administration, the marchers set out 
once more. Led this time by King, along with other movement 
leaders, such as John Lewis and James Forman, they crossed the 
Pettus Bridge with protection from newly federalized Alabama 
National Guardsmen. After five days of walking, they reached 
Montgomery unharmed.  On their arrival the marchers were 
25,000 strong, and Reverend King delivered the speech from 
which I quoted in the epigraph, above, the same speech with these 
famous lines: 

 
I know you are asking today, "How long will it take?" Somebody's asking, "How long will 
prejudice blind the visions of men, darken their understanding, and drive bright-eyed 
wisdom from her sacred throne?" Somebody's asking, "When will wounded justice, lying 
prostrate on the streets of Selma and Birmingham and communities all over the South, be 
lifted from this dust of shame to reign supreme among the children of men?"  
 
Somebody's asking, "When will the radiant star of hope be plunged against the nocturnal 
bosom of this lonely night, plucked from weary souls with chains of fear and the manacles 
of death? How long will justice be crucified, and truth bear it?"  
 
I come to say to you this afternoon, however difficult the moment, however frustrating the 
hour, it will not be long, because "truth crushed to earth will rise again." How long? Not 
long, because "no lie can live forever."  

 
President Johnson –Signing Voting Rights Act 1965 

 
And, indeed, it was not long—a mere five months until the passage of the Voting Rights Act, 
which helped set the United States on a better course towards equality and freedom for African 
Americans and a better society for all. 

Andrew Young & MLK in 
Selma 1965  
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The years following the Voting Rights Act are sometimes referred to as the “Second 
Reconstruction.” As with the first Reconstruction, following the Civil War, the destruction of 
racist institutions led to social change but was also met with significant resistance. In 1968, the 
US Civil Rights Commission found that African Americans were improperly kept off of voting 
lists, given inadequate or wrong instructions at the polls, had their ballots wrongly disqualified 
and denied the equal opportunity to vote by absentee ballot. The Commission also found 
discrimination in the location of polling places and a failure to provide sufficient voting 
facilities. Racially segregated voter lists and polling places were also found. 
 
The Commission found obstacles to African American political participation at all levels of the 
electoral process, including redistricting and at-large elections, obstruction of candidates, 
discriminatory selection of elections officials, and threats of physical and economic harm to 
politically active African Americans.iii 
 
Even though life for racial minorities in America has improved in many ways, such exclusionary 
tactics have not gone away: in the last two decades since the 1980s they have only grown more 
subtle. According to a recent report, issued jointly by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People and People for the American Way, vote suppression in the late 
20th and early 21st centuries includes: 

• Challenges and threats against individual voters at the polls by armed private guards, 
off-duty law enforcement officers, local creditors, fake poll monitors, and poll workers 
and managers. 
 
• Signs posted at the polling place warning of penalties for “voter fraud” or “noncitizen” 
voting, or illegally urging support for a candidate. 
 
• Poll workers “helping” voters fill out their ballots, and instructing them on how to vote. 
 
• Criminal tampering with voter registration rolls and records. 
 
• Flyers and radio ads containing false information about where, when and how to vote, 
voter eligibility, and the false threat of penalties. 
 
• Internal memos from party officials in which the explicit goal of suppressing black 
voter turnout is outlined. iv 

 
As problems for minority voters have persisted in many parts of the United States, there has been 
an ongoing conversation about what role the Department of Justice should play in enforcement 
of the Voting Rights Act. Jeffrey Toobin covered the most recent developments concerning 
federal enforcement in The New Yorker this fall. 
 

On October 8, 2002 . . . [t]he Attorney General had come forward to 
launch the Voting Access and Integrity Initiative, whose name refers 
to the two main traditions in voting-rights law. Voter-access efforts, 
which have long been associated with Democrats, seek to remove 
barriers that discourage poor and minority voters; the Voting Rights 
Act itself is the paradigmatic voter-access policy. The voting-integrity 
movement, which has traditionally been favored by Republicans, 

targets fraud in the voting process, from voter registration to voting and ballot counting. 
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Despite the title, Ashcroft’s proposal favored the “integrity” side of the ledger, mainly by 
assigning a federal prosecutor to watch for election crimes in each judicial district. These 
lawyers, Ashcroft said, would “deter and detect discrimination, prevent electoral 
corruption, and bring violators to justice.” 
 
Federal law gives the Justice Department the flexibility to focus on either voter access or 
voting integrity under the broad heading of voting rights, but such shifts of emphasis may 
have a profound impact on how votes are cast and counted. In the abstract, no one 
questions the goal of eliminating voting fraud, but the idea of involving federal 
prosecutors in election supervision troubles many civil-rights advocates, because few 
assistant United States attorneys have much familiarity with the laws protecting voter 
access. That has traditionally been the province of the lawyers in the Voting Section of 
the Civil Rights Division, whose role is defined by the Voting Rights Act. In a subtle 
way, the Ashcroft initiative nudged some of these career civil-rights lawyers toward the 
sidelines. . . . v 
  

In these weeks following the 2004 presidential race, pundits have seen the extremely close 
election results as evidence of a wide range of divisions in our society. Depending on whom you 
read, the divide may be between religious and secular, Republican and Democrat, rich and poor, 
native and immigrant, or white and black. In Montgomery in 1965, speaking after the exhausting 
weeks of one of the more divisive struggles in the Civil Rights Movement, Reverend King had 
these words to say, which we would do well to keep close at heart: 
 

Thus, the threat of the free exercise of the ballot by 
the Negro and the white masses alike resulted in the 
establishment of a segregated society. They 
segregated southern money from the poor whites; 
they segregated southern mores from the rich whites; 
they segregated southern churches from Christianity; 
they segregated southern minds from honest 
thinking; and they segregated the Negro from 
everything. That's what happened when the Negro 

and white masses of the South threatened to unite and build a great society: a society of 
justice where none would pray upon the weakness of others; a society of plenty where 
greed and poverty would be done away; a society of brotherhood where every man would 
respect the dignity and worth of human personality. 
 

With thousands who had gathered before him in the name of justice and freedom, it was clear to 
Reverend King that “we are not about to turn around. . . . We are on the move now.” In his 
closing, King came back to his refrain: “How long? Not long, because the arc of the moral 
universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” We have come a great distance on that arc. Let’s 
keep moving. 
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Let’s keep moving. 
 
 

Benjamin Greenberg is an independent writer and researcher who lives in 
Somerville, MA with his wife and son. He is working on a book about the life 
and times of his father, Paul Greenberg, who was Special Assistant to 
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. in the early 1960s. You can read more of 
Benjamin’s writings, about his father and other subjects, on his blog, Hungry 
Blues, http://minorjive.typepad.com. 
Notes 

1 Martin Luther King, Jr., “Our God Is Marching On,” Speech, March 23, 1965. Full text 
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 PTSA 

 

 

 
 

A Proud Partner of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition-Hawaii 
 

Established in 1927, the Hawaii State PTSA is Hawaii's oldest and largest child advocacy 
organization.  
 
Our Mission: 
 - To support and speak on behalf of children and youth in schools, in the community, in front of 
governmental bodies and other organizations that make decisions affecting children and you. 
- To assist parents in developing the skills they need to raise and protect their children. 
- To encourage parent and public involvement in the public schools in Hawaii and our nation. 
 
Our Purpose: 
- To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, and community. 
- To raise the standards of home life. 
- To bring into closer relation the home and the school, that 
parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently in the 
education of children and youth. 
- To develop between educators and the general public such 
united efforts as will secure for all children and youth the 
highest advantages in physical, mental, social, and spiritual 
education. 

2004-2005 Board of Directors                                                                                        
 

                                                                                                                Don Hayman, President 
Susan Sulprizio, VP for Leadership        
Valerie Sonoda, VP for Legislation 
Amy Stone Murai, Secretary         
Michael Nathan, Treasurer 
Student Representatives: Wren Perdue (Kauai) Ben Massenburg (Maui) Dayna Cole (Oahu) 
 
Specialists:    Paul Vierling, Community Relations 

Regina Carvalho, Health/Safety 
Carol Nafus, Nominating & Leadership Development 

Region Directors:  
 Timmy Diego, Hawaii 1 (Hilo) 
 Christy Aragon, Hawaii 2 (Kona) 
 Jeff Rogers (Maui) 
 Robert Perdue (Kauai) 
 Debbie Harvey (Leeward) 
 Robert Allen (Honolulu) 
 Nancy Cullen (Windward) 

 

1350 South King Street  Suite 209 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
808- 593-2042 (office) 

808- 593-2041 (fax) 
Email - hi_office@pta.org 

Web Site - www.hawaiiptsa.org 
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Film Festival 
2005 the date of the Overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom 

and the official holiday celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. will be together on January 17th. 

As a means of education and a look into the past we are going 

to show a series of films relating to the Civil Rights 

Movement and The Armed Invasion and Overthrow of the 

Hawaiian Kingdom.   

Not only are we paying honor to our host culture, we feel that this is a story that 

should be told. There are generations of people who live and work here in Hawaii that do 

not know either story or how they are the same. Both stories stem from the same root: the 

root of imperialism, racism and injustice.  

For a period of one week beginning January 9, 2005 thru January 17th, the films will 

be shown on ‘Olelo: The Corporation for Community Television. 

 
The times for the showing of each film may change – please check   http://www.olelo.org/ 
Day Airdate Time Channel Title  
     
Sun 1/9 6 pm 53 The Shadow of Hate 
Mon 1/10 7 pm 54 A Time for Justice 
Tue 1/11 11 pm 54 A Walk Through the 20th Century  
Wed 1/12 6 pm 54 Act of War 
Thurs. 1/13 6 pm 54 Nation With In 
Fri 1/14 6 pm 53 Never Turn Back 
Sat 1/15 11 pm 53 Eyes on Prize 
Sun 1/16 6 pm 53 The Queen & Dr. King 
Mon 1/17 2 pm 53 Betrayal 
Mon 1/17 10 pm 53 Betrayal 
All Films will be repeated as time allows, please check http://www.olelo.org/ 

 
“Never Turn Back”- The story of Fannie Lou Hamer 
All she wanted was to register to vote – For this she paid an awful price. 
 

“An Act of War”, “Nation Within” and “Betrayal” tell the story of the 
armed invasion and Overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom and the 
resulting annexation of Hawaii by the United States 

“The Shadow of Hate” depicts the history of hate and discrimination in the United States.  
“A Time for Justice”, “A Walk Through the 20th Century” and “Eyes on The Prize” provides 
us with different venues of the great effort for Civil Rights in the United States. 
“The Queen & Dr. King” takes us on a sojourn to examine the root causes of these crises.  

The Arrest of the Queen  

Fannie Lou Hamer 
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NAACP 
 

 
 

The Honolulu-Hawai’i NAACP 
In association with the 

Hawai’i Friends of Civil Rights  
 

Proudly announces the Second Annual 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Gala Dinner Dance 

 
Friday, January 14, 2005 

 
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa Regency Ballroom 

5:30 p.m. Silent Auction and No Host Cocktails 
7:00 p.m. Dinner 

 
Keynote Speaker - William Kennard, Esq. 

Former FCC Chair & Managing Dir., Carlyle Group 
10:00 -11:30 p.m. Dancing to Music by Night Train 

 
President - Alphonso Braggs 
1st Vice President - Faye Kennedy 
2nd Vice President - Bennie King 
3rd Vice President - Vacant 
Secretary - Delores Glover 
Assistant Secretary - Liz Holmes 
Treasurer - Bill Woods 
 
  
Executive Committee Members at Large: 
Charles Penn 
Gerald Poumpey 
Ken Akinaka 
Robert Sherrel 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY COALITION 
& 

The City & County of Honolulu 

 
United Nations Association of Hawai’i 

 
The Candlelight Bell Ringing Ceremony in remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
The Nagasaki Peace Bell 

Honolulu Hale Civic Grounds  
 

Sunday, January 16, 2005  
6:30 p.m. 
Program:  

Blowing of Conch Shell 
 

 Sacred Concert 
Royal Hawaiian Band 

 
Welcome   

Patricia Anthony 
President, Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition – Hawai`i 

 
Central Union Church Youth Choir 

Rev. George Scott, Director 
 

Lighting of Candles 
Rev. Charlene Zuill 

Wesley Foundation, United Methodist Campus Ministry, University of Hawaii Manoa 
 

Wesley United Methodist Church Bell Choir 
Greg Geary, Director 

 
Messages 

Representatives from Faith Traditions 
 

 "Lift Every Voice and Sing" 
Sign Language:  Members of the Deaf Ministry of Harris United Methodist Church 

Bell Choir, Wesley United Methodist Church 
 Central Union Church Youth Choir 

Royal Hawaiian Band 
 

"Let There Be Peace on Earth" 
 

Sending Forth with Peace 
 Bell Ringing 
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Nagasaki Peace Bell 
 
  
"We are deeply moved and very much gratified that the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  Coalition has chosen to hold its annual 
bell-ringing ceremony at the Nagasaki Peace Bell to honor the 
birthday of the American Nobel Peace prize awardee." said 
Katsuichi Fukahori, leader of the Nagasaki Bell Presentation 
Committee delegation and an atomic-bomb survivor. 
 

The Nagasaki Peace Bell is a gift to the people of the City and County of Honolulu from the 
survivors of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki and their supporters. Recognizing that true 
steps to peace must begin with acknowledgment of harmful actions in the past, the 
survivors in Nagasaki wished to make a gesture of reconciliation to the people of the 
city of Honolulu, which sustained a military attack by their country on December 7, 
1941. 

 
Working through the organizing efforts of the Congress Against Atomic- and Hydrogen-Bomb 

Committee of Nagasaki and the Nagasaki Prefecture Hibakusha Membership 
Association, these victims began a lengthy process of raising funds and negotiating with 
the mayor and the city council-of Honolulu for acceptance and placement of the peace 
bell monument at a location acceptable and appropriate for the general public. Through 
mutual efforts the groups in both cities saw the success of the project in the dedication 
ceremony which took place on December 7, 1990 on the grounds near the city hall, 
Honolulu Hale, when the peace bell was rung for the first time to the great satisfaction 
of the delegation of sixty or more of the Nagasaki Hibakusha in attendance. 

  
Since that date the bell has been sounded on August 9 of the year and on the day observing 

the birthday of the American peacemaker and promoter of non-violence, Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  Additionally, it has become the site of observances of important occasions in 
the continuing struggle to end the production and use of nuclear weapons. 

 
There are two other peace bell monuments of the same design, which were given to the city 
of Leningrad (now once more St. Petersburg), Russia and to a city in Manchuria, which felt 
the brunt of the Japanese military action. In 1996 the Nagasaki Hibakusha reaffirmed their 
commitment to the spirit of the bells by sending each of the three cities a gift of $10,000 for 

the maintenance of the monuments. 
  
At the base of the monument a plaque is inscribed with the following message: 
Nagasaki, the city devastated by the bitter tragedy of a nuclear bomb, dedicates this 
Nagasaki bell as a symbol of the rebirth of Nagasaki and the desire of its citizens for 
peace in the future through sincere reconciliation and reflection on the folly of war. 
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 “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
 

A Cultural Celebration– Mission Memorial Auditorium 
January 15, 2005 

 
 
   And so it is to Queen Liliuokalani and Rev., Dr. 
Martin Luther King, who did not believe the lie, who 
challenged the conqueror, who believed in a higher power, 
and the good in all people, that we pay homage to today and 
it is also to the millions of oppressed people who have gone 
before, are with us now and yet un-born that will continue to 
struggle for dignity, justice and self-determination.  For it is 
they that are the real heroes, the workers in the vineyards, it 
is to them that we owe so much and give so little.  

 
Today we will lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring – ring with the harmony 
of liberty. 
 
Hope Chapel Massed Choir 
Immanuel Missionary Baptist Church Quartet & Choir 
Jerry B. Wilson & The Ministry of Fire  
Kahana O Ke Akua Church  
 
 

 
  

Parade & Unity Rally 
 

January 17, 
2005 
9 a.m.  
The Parade 
will wind its 
way from 
Magic Island 
through 
Waikiki to 
Kapiolani Park 
and the Unity 
Rally. 
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  Rosalynn Roz Cooper Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade Grand Marshall 
Rosalynn ‘Roz’ Cooper was born and raised in Jacksonville, 
Florida.  She has lived many places including Germany, 
Panama, Alaska, Wisconsin, and California and, has been a 
resident of Hawaii since 1983.   
 
Roz is a Logistician and Information Management Officer 
with the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics (United States 
Army Pacific Headquarters) at Ft. Shafter, Hawaii.   
 
She is very active in the community.  She was the first (of 
two) females to be invited into the Rotary in 1987 when 
Rotary began inviting women into its membership.  She is a 
member of the Rotary Club of Metropolitan Honolulu where 
she served as their Millennium President 1999 –2000.  She 
will soon take office (July 1, 2005) as the Rotary District 5000 
Governor for the State of Hawaii serving 41 clubs throughout 

the Hawaiian Islands. 
 
Roz has received many recognitions including several Rotary Foundation District Service 
Awards; District Governor’s Citations; Rotary International’s Significant Achievement Award;  
District 5000 Community Service Bulletin Award; Rotary International Best District Internet 
Communication 2000 – 2001 (for Rotary Zone 24) Award.  In 2002 she received Rotary 
International’s most prestigious “Service Above Self” Award recognition. 
 
Roz sites one of her most memorable experiences as being a part of the delegations that traveled 
to Ghana Africa in 2000, Mumbai India in February and Addis Ababa Ethiopia in October 2004 
to participate in Rotary’s quest to eradicate polio form the world by the year 2005.  Roz is Vice 
Chair of the Board of Governors of Island Society of Hawaii; a member of the Ambassadors 
Council of the Plaza Club of Hawaii;  American Heart Association of Hawaii; and has recently 
been selected to the Board of Governors of the Plaza Club of Hawaii.  
 

Unity Rally 
 

Unity Rally 
January 17, 2004 

11:00 a. m  - 4:00 p.m. 
Kapiolani Park Bandstand 

 
Food, Arts &Crafts, Games & Rides for Children 
 

Jewel McDonald- Chair Unity Rally 
Patricia Anthony- President 
   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition-Hawaii  
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Winter Institute Black Studies 
Winter The First Annual Winter Institute for Black Studies 

Lifestyle Changes: Keys to Reducing Health Disparities Among People of Color. 
January 18-19, 2005 
University of Hawai`i 

East-West Center 
Hawai’i Imin International Conference Center 

 
 

In support of the core principles of diversity and equity, the Faculty of African Descent 
(FAD) announces the launch of the First Annual Winter Institute for Black Studies at the 
University of Hawai‘i.  The FAD, through the Winter Institute for Black Studies, will engage a 
new topic and rotate the WIBS Chair each year.  What will not change is FAD’s commitment to 
showcasing the research and intellect of scholars of African Descent whose work impacts 
societal conditions affecting Hawai‘i, the Pacific, Asia, and the African Diaspora. 

 
With the First Annual WIBS, the FAD at the University of Hawai‘i joins the debate about 

health disparities already in progress nationally and internationally.  To advance both the 
scholarship of Faculty of African Descent and the health needs of Hawai‘i, FAD is presents 
Lifestyle Changes: Keys to Reducing Health Disparities among People of Color.  The Institute 
seeks to showcase, among others, distinguished scholars, researchers, teachers, strategists, and 
historians of African Descent who will address how the national study and discourse of health 
disparities in People of Color communities impact Hawai‘i and its communities. 
 

The ultimate benefit of the Institute lies in its ability to position the University of Hawai‘i 
to have an aggressive advocacy infrastructure and make a major impact on the national health 
agenda, particularly as it affects poor, medically underserved minorities in the State, region, and 
nation.  The First Annual Winter Institute for Black Studies, with its focus on health disparities 
among People of Color, will attract scholars of color to the University of Hawai‘i.  The advances 
made with this Institute will further promote University of Hawai‘i’s leadership in diversity. 

 
Pleas join us in Hawai‘i as we launch this historic Institute.  To learn more about FAD, WIBS, 

and the University of Hawai‘i, please visit www.UHFAD.com. 
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Page2005 CELEBRATIONS 
30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SGI INTERNATIONAL 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
 

Aloha Peace Forum 
 

DATE:  SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2004 
TIME: NOON – 3 PM  

PLACE:  SGI-USA HAWAII CULTURE CENTER 
(2729 PALI HIGHWAY) 

 
THEME:  BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS FOR A CULTURE OF PEACE and 

SHARING THE SPIRIT OF ALOHA 
 

PROGRAM 
 

OPENING CEREMONY – CHILDREN’S RIGHTS EXHIBIT 
 

OPENING CHANT 
OPENING PEACE NUMBERS 

 
M.C. – PATRICK DUFFY (invited) & RENA REID 

 
WELCOME – DANNY NAGASHIMA, SGI-USA General Director 

 
WELCOME – ALVIN ADAMS, JR. (ret) 
  past President, UNA-USA National HQ 

 
PEACE PROPOSALS TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

“DIALOGUE ON A CULTURE OF PEACE” 
Created by SGI International President Daisaku Ikeda 

 
Presentation by: 

DR. VED NANDA, 
 Professor of Law & Director of International Legal Studies Program,  

University of Denver 
United Nations Association- USA Board of Directors 

Former U.S. delegate to the World Federation of United Nation Associations 
 

PEACE COMMENTARIES 
DR. GAYE CHRISTOFFERSON  

Pacific Asia specialist 
DANNY HALL  

 Youth leader for National Victory Over Violence Project & Culture of Peace  
ELIF PELLON  

 President, HPU Global Leadership Program 
 

EXHIBITS 
CULTURE OF PEACE  & CHILDREN’S RIGHTS EXHIBIT (PREMIERE IN HAWAII) 

 
CO SPONSORS: 

Center for Global Nonviolence; Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition-Hawaii Foundation; 
Hawaii Pacific University (HPU) – Global Leadership Group; Pacific Justice & Reconciliation Center; Pacific 
Telecommunications Inc.; SGI –USA  (Soka Gakkai International); Spark M. Matsunaga Institute for Peace; United 
Nations Association-Hawaii Division; University Of Hawaii-United Nations Club & Others.  
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Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing  
James Weldon Johnson 1900 

 
Lift ev'ry voice and sing, 

Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the list'ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

 
 

Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast'ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered. 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might, 

Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, 
where we met Thee, 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, 
we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand, 

True to our God, 
True to our native land. 
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GANDHI was probably the first person in history to lift the love of ethic of Jesus above mere interaction 
between individuals to a powerful and effective social force on a large scale.  Love, for Gandhi, was a 
potent instrument for social and collective transformation.  It was in this Gandhian emphasis on love and 
non-violence that I discovered the method for social reform that I had been seeking for so many months.  
The intellectual and moral satisfaction that I failed to gain from the utilitarianism of Benthamand Mil, the 
revolutionary methods of Marx and Lenin, the social contract theory of Hobbes, the “back to nature” 
optimism of Rousseau, and the superman philosophy of Nietzsche, I found in the non-violent resistance 
philosophy of Gandhi.  I came to feel that this was the only morally and practically sound method open to 
oppressed people in their struggle for freedom. 

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
- Mahatma Gandhi, The Sole Hope and Alternative.  Bharatiya 

Vidya Bhavan, 1996. Pg 121 
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